[image: image1.wmf]

[image: image5.png]



	
	UKOOA

IADC

EOSCA

Operators

Drilling Contractors

Mud Companies


	Department of 

Trade and Industry
Licensing and Consents Unit

4th Floor

Atholl House
86-88 Guild Street
Aberdeen
AB11 6AR




	Direct\line

Email

Fax

Our\ref

\Date
	01224 254092

WendyKennedy@dti.gsi.gov.uk

01224 254019

RDCZ/c/4/00008

30 October 2002
	
URL
http://www.og.dti.gov.uk/


Telex
8813148 DIHQ G


Minicom
0020 7215 6740





  



	
	
	


Dear Sir/Madam

Management of Well Cleanups Fluids

As you are aware, the displacement of drilling fluid out of a well with brine or seawater and subsequent cleaning of the casing in a well can generate large volumes of fluid with low levels of oil contamination.  In order to prevent contaminated discharges to sea the DTI’s preferred option for disposal of this fluid is re-injection down hole.  However in recognising that re-injection facilities may be unavailable and/or there may be operational constraints with ship to shore facilities and/or pit volume constraints the following details the DTI’s position should Operators have to consider the discharge of well clean up fluids to sea. 

The discharge of fluids to sea associated with oil based mud (OBM) cleanups will require an exemption from the Prevention of Oil Pollution Act 1971. The discharge of fluids associated with synthetic based mud (SBM) cleanups, will require to be included in the PON15B Term Permit under the Offshore Chemical Regulations 2002.

Any application to allow the discharge to sea of cleanup fluids will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis and will require a full detailed justification taking into account that re-injection will always be the preferred option.  All efforts should be made to utilise technologies and operational practices in order to minimise contamination levels, such as the use of on line filters.  Only visibly clean fluids will be considered and any contaminated interface will not be allowed to be discharged.  Please note that if at anytime during the discharge a visible sheen is seen on the sea the discharge should cease immediately and be reported to the DTI through the PON1 spill reporting mechanism.

Should a discharge be exempted a full and comprehensive sampling regime will be required following the DTI approved solvent extraction method currently used for Produced Water Analysis.  Samples should be taken to give a representation of the discharge and analysed at the earliest opportunity.  In cases where laboratories are not present on the installation the samples will be required to be sent ashore for analysis.  It is recognised that in the majority of cases, due to the time it takes to analyse samples, even when laboratories are present, that online analysis will not be possible.  At the end of the operation full details of the sample analysis will be forwarded to the DTI.  

Should discharges be exempted through either the POPA exemption or the Term Permit then continual improvement will be required.  This will be monitored by your assigned inspector and an improvement plan will be required.

To make an application for exemption please attach any request as a separate word file along with the PON 15 application for drilling the well.

To assist in applying for an exemption UKOOA have developed “Good Practice for Cleanup in Well Operations” and have provided an example application.  These documents can be found on the members area of the UKOOA website or by phoning UKOOA on 01224 626652. 

Please either contact myself or your assigned inspector should you have any further queries.

Yours faithfully


[image: image2.png]



Wendy Kennedy

Deputy Director

Offshore Environment and Decommissioning
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